DOMESTIC VIOLENCE FACTS PREPARED BY NATIONAL COALITION AGAINST DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
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December 5, 2013
Dear Colleagues,
Friday, December 6th is White Ribbon Day. You are asked to wear a white ribbon button to bring awareness to
the problem of domestic violence and especially violence against women. You will be or have already received a
button with a saying of Another Man Against Violence Against Women or Another Woman Against Violence
Against Women with a white ribbon attached to the button.
Violence against women in all of its forms is an ugly cancer that is killing our society. The threat to our society
from this violence is much greater than that from any terrorists from abroad. Almost one out of every three women
is a victim of some form of violence during her lifetime. Each year, more than 1000 women are murdered by their
spouse or boyfriend. An estimated 3 – 10 million children witness acts of abuse in their homes each year. Up to
60% of the boys that come from homes where abuse occurs become batterers, and up to 50% of girls become
victims of abuse in their adult lives. An estimated 500,000 women are stalked each year, and 13,000 women are
victims of violence in their workplace committed by their spouses, former spouses, or boyfriends. The cost to our
society from all forms of domestic violence is an estimated $67 billion per year.
Men commit about 95% of the violence against women, estimated up to 4.9 million incidents per year, so it is
incumbent upon men to stop the violence against women. The sad fact of life is that men do not hear what women
say about the problem of domestic violence. Men tend to only hear what men have to say. Recently, male led
groups have started to deal with domestic violence issues. Instead of criticizing men for perpetrating the violence
against women, the new philosophy is to define what strength should mean in a caring, loving relationship, to
promote positive models of behavior, and to educate young men and boys on how to achieve these goals.
As some of you know, I am very involved in an education program to change the attitudes of men and boys
towards women and girls. I am a member of the White Ribbon Campaign based in Ontario, Canada. We
encourage men and boys to neither condone nor accept attitudes and actions that can lead to violence against
females, and to stand up and speak out against such actions. The wearing of a white ribbon by a man is a pledge to
not commit an act of physical, mental, or emotional violence against a female. Females who wear a white ribbon
are showing their support of boys and men who take this pledge.
I am offering you the chance to take part in the movement to end violence against women. I am asking that you
spend a couple of minutes (when you have the time) talking to your children (if age appropriate) about the need to
promote and support healthy relationships, and the importance of ending violence against women. I am asking that
you join me, the Freeport Teachers Association, and many others in promoting awareness of the problems of
domestic violence during the year, not only in school, but in your own families, neighborhoods, faith groups, and
community groups. I have lots of resources for those of you who would like to join the movement, but need more
information and ideas.
We have a lot of work to do, not just with our young men and boys, but also with our young women and girls. The
media culture of today, as well as cultural, ethnic, and religious beliefs contribute to the problem of domestic
violence. We have to teach, re-teach, and reinforce the positive, healthy behaviors that we want our young people
to possess. Thanks in advance for your efforts in this program.
Sincerely,
Stuart Napear
516 442-0373
Stuart.napear@gmail.com

For information about the
White Ribbon Campaign
www.whiteribbon.ca

