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While you may not see much difference Whythe Tax Capis || = 2
when you look in on a class in our schools, MUcCh =TT Bad for Freeport
has changed in the last three years and much will Alternatives o 2
be changing in the future. The Race To The Top the Tax Cap
education initiative is driving education reform very
quickly and in very challenging ways. comvaysyoutar |l 2

We are moving away from our own state Officials
curriculum and joining a consortium of 44 states td ' ~ . .
form a Common Core Curriculum that will help to Tlpscfr?iidﬂ?znr? Y?“r 2
nationalize and standardize education reform. The Enrichment Teacher cheo
curriculum is undergoing significant change and wjliMs. Deborah LaCorte prepards FTA & FTAA 3
be implemented in the 20123 school year. Not her students for a trip to the Members in Action
only is the way that curriculum covered being Old Bethpage Historic Villagd | For Sccial Justice and
redesigned, but the emphasis on technology is bengusing artifacts from the time Charities
increased and redefined. High stakes testing whigh is FTA Members In and
now done using paper, scantrons, and pen and/or Out of the Classroom 3
pencil is planned to be taken online by 2014.

The requirements for graduation from high school in New York State have |n¢ﬁgsgr‘e'zp50$te$‘ég‘ghéf 4
creased in scope and difficulty. The tests that measure achievement in major suljject ~ association

areas are becoming more difficult to attain a passing or proficient score.

The members of the Freeport Teachers Association are working hard to

implement these changes in our schools. Our members are tgkiotgssional

development, working during theimmer with District administrators and teache
to write curriculum and redo lesson plans. You can be assured that the FTA and

members will be prepared to face these challenges.

Special points of interest:

1 You are welcome to get to kno
us better at
www.freeportteachers.org

1 We have a community page with
many resources for you and you
children

Featu red PFOCI ram On Saturday, February 26, 2011, the students fr

Academic Service

nized at the NAACP Annual Black History Month

Luncheon. Academic Service Learning is a tea
ing method where students learn and develop
through thoughtfully organized service which re
. f orces course content
coordinated effort between Freeport High Scho
(advisorJulie Rose) and Dodd Middle School

munity. The goal is to foster civic responsibility;

students enrolled.

the Academic Service Learning Team were recoq website in color

(advisor Dan Noviello) and its surrounding com| Www.freeportteachers.org

while enhancing the academic curriculum of thq

9§ This edition can be seen on our

www.freeportteachers.org

Una version espafiol
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WHY THE TAX CAP IS BAD FOR FREEPORT
Our members work in and out of the schools with your children and we are frightened of what will happen to th

ter school activities, enrichment and academic intervention services all year round, and a safe, clean environm
which to learn, to mention a few of these opportunities.

The New York Times sai d it best GowAnitawCu@nio,and2h@e Ndw,York State Legislatur
have already adopted a state budget that drastically cuts funds to schools and local commiunitisshat werg

charge on New Yorkdés wealthiest resi damatperceni\poop-
erty tax capii that would only further devastate communities around the state that can least afford

aster. Caps will not change the cost drivers of property taxes at the local level, will hurt education and mu

their jobs and will raise taxes on the very people our state leaders say are in desperate need of tax relief

We need to act quickly to stop the our elected officials from enacting this legislation. Thank you!
For detailed information about the tax cap go to www.freeportteachers.org/taxcapinfo.php

far deeper than needed to balance the budget bgc

ite. Property taxes in New York are undeniably Hhi
ter. o
Ron Deutsch, of New Yorkers for Fiscal Faimmess : , st ated, o0Caps on top

Em

without the benefits of the many wonderful opportunities they are now provided with: small class size, before ahd af-

ent in
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hicipal

services, take away local control with an undemocratic 60% override provision, cause even more people to lose

ALTERNATIVES TO THE TAX CAP

T Continue the tax surcharge on millionaires which is set to expire on Dec 31, 2011 but with increas
l' imits of income to make it a true milliona
1 John Whiteley, of the NYS Property Tax Reform Coalition : stated , 6whatever

the tax cap, it will not provide property tax relief. The biggest problem today is the individual burden faced
hundreds of thousands of New Yorkers already paying unsustainable, double digit percentages of their inc

that will really help them, and it is needed NOW.

1 Assembly Minority Leader BrianKolb st at e s, oas | have been sayi
simply not enough. We must deliver comprehensive unfunded mandate relief for local governments and sc
districts that are drowningn a sea of costly paperwork, rules and regulations imposed by Albany.
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property tax. A stand alone cap will probably make their situation worse. A circuit breaker is the only measiire

hool

ACTIONS YOU CAN TAKE
1. Go to www.nyspts.org and click on the online petition link to sign an online petion that will be delivered to y
legislators.
2. Go to www.nyspts.org and click on the link to Take Action with CAPWIZ link on the right hand side of the w
site homepage. You can send a letter to your elected officials using this link.

3. Call1(877) 258417 to speak to your elected officials. You will be prompted to push #1 to speak to the go
nor, #2 to speak to State Senator Fuschillo, and #3 for Assemblyman McDonough ,Deputy Speaker Hoopg
Speaker Silver
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Tips on How to Help Your Children Succeed in School Next Year

T Have your child read.
You can read with your child or talk about what they have read.

You can go to the Freeport Public Library to find books to read.

1 Monitor website usuage.Great fun educational websites for your kids of any:age

www.scholastic.com, www.coolmath.com, www.colorincolarado.com (a bilingual website for English language led

\rners)
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